24       The Science of Happiness

moralists gone so far as to proscribe the word
Happiness?1

XV. There is something singular in the fact
that among so many sciences of which mankind
is proud, not one of them should be consecrated to
Happiness. Is it possible? Such a science needed
first to be planted, so that later its fruits could be
examined. It should have been given the op-
portunity to interest the mass of humanity. All
the nations of the earth should have been "able to
communicate in its universally admitted laws.
Profiting by the observations and lessons that
came from the four quarters of the globe, it would
have been able, in its turn, to embellish the lives
of human. beings of whatever origin, colour, or
faith.

Religions in the name of heaven, philosophers
in the name of human fraternity, have always
preached the necessity fgr peace. Yet wars have
not ceased to stain the earth with blood. For a
century, we have been taught that peace is neces-
sary to our happiness, and the horror of war in-
vades our souls and is implanted in our minds.

Why should we reproach men for seeking
unrealisable goals? Is not progress a continual

* According to Carlyle, the word happiness ought to give place
to a higher condition, blessedness.